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In recognition of the fact that a large portion of excessive wet weather flow in sanitary sewer 
systems comes from the privately-owned sector of the sanitary sewer system, the South Lyons 
Township Sanitary District has developed a Private Sector Program (PSP). This PSP is intended 
to prohibit new illegal clear water connections to the sanitary sewer system, compel property 
owners with illegal clear water connections or sources of excessive infiltration to eliminate them, 
establish a public information program to enhance awareness of the risks posed by illegal clear 
water connections, and establish a long-term program under which illegal connections that are 
costly to correct may be removed over time. 
 
The components of the South Lyons Township Sanitary District (SLTSD or the District) PSP are 
described below: 
 

1. Staffing: 
 
The PSP will be overseen by the SLTSD Superintendent. The Superintendent will be trained in 
how to conduct internal and external private property inspections for sources of infiltration and 
inflow. The Superintendent will receive training on how I/I sources can be identified using smoke 
testing and dyed water testing, how to document findings from private property inspections. 
Smoke testing and dyed water testing of multiple private properties for I/I studies may be 
outsourced to The District’s Consulting Engineer, at the direction of the Board. The 
Superintendent has the authority to determine when a private property should be inspected. On 
average, the Superintendent of Public Works will spend eight (8) hours per month on reducing I/I. 
 

2. Local Authority: 
 
The Village has adopted the following ordinances allowing inspections of private property for 
illegal connections to the sanitary sewer system. See Exhibit A 
 

• CHAPTER 1: PERMITS, DESIGN, USE AND OPERATION OF SANITARY SEWERS 
ARTICLE V: Powers and Authority of Inspectors 
➢ Section 1 Authorizes inspections of private properties. 
➢ Section 3 Authorizes entry into private property for the purposes of, but not limited to, 

inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair and maintenance of any portion 
of the sewage works lying within said easement.  

➢  

• CHAPTER 2: EXTRANROUS FLOWS 
➢ Section 6 The District may, at any time, make visual outside inspections of all properties 

within the District, with specific attention to downspouts, roof drains and other visible or 
outside connections.  The District may, at any time, enter into the premises and make or 
assist in the making of additional inspections of the premises to ascertain if illegal 
connections are present. See Exhibit A 

 

3. Inspection Program: 
 
The District will inspect properties as needed for illegal connections to the sanitary sewer system 
when District Superintendent needs to enter a home to address complaints related to flooding, 
sewers, water service, or utilities. 
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A private property is determined to be non-compliant if it has any of the following: 

1. Low Cost – High Priority  
a. A directly connected downspout 
b. A poorly disconnected downspout that allows substantial leakage of storm water 

into the sanitary sewer 
c. A cleanout or sanitary manhole missing a cover 
d. A cleanout or sanitary manhole with a cover that allows water inside 
e. A storm water sump pump that discharges to the sanitary sewer 

 
If a private property has none of the above defects, but has any of the following, it shall be 
considered non-compliant: 
 
2. High Costs - High Priority  

a. A foundation drain that discharges directly or indirectly to the sanitary sewer 
b. An area drain 
c. Window well drains 
d. Driveway drains 
e. A sanitary sump that also serves as a sump for groundwater, when no other 

sump for groundwater is present 
f. A leaky sewer lateral 

 
The District’s goal is to inspect all properties with basements once every 20 years. 
 
A sample property inspection report form is attached. See Exhibit B 
 

4. Non-Compliance Correction: 
 
When a property is found to have Low-Cost – High Priority defects, the District will send a letter 
to the property owner within two weeks of the inspection describing the non-compliant 
condition(s), that it is to be corrected within 90 days, a response to the District is required within 
fourteen 14 days notifying when they plan to have it corrected, and they are required to notify the 
District when the non-compliant conditions are corrected. The District will send inspectors to the 
private property within ten (10) working days to inspect the correction. 
 
When properties are found to have High Cost – High Priority defects, the District will send a letter 
to the property owner within two weeks of the inspection describing the non-compliant 
condition(s), that it is to be corrected and a response to the District is required within 14 days 
notifying when they plan will have it corrected, and they are required to notify the District when 
the non-compliant conditions are corrected. The letter will encourage the property owner to correct 
the condition. The letter will also inform the property owner that in the event of substantial 
improvement to the property, or sale of the property the illegal conditions must be corrected.  
 
Upon being notified of the illegal connection being corrected, the Superintendent will visit the 
private property within ten (10) working days to inspect the correction. 
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5. Long Term Program to Address High Cost I/I Sources: 

 
The District will maintain records of each property that is found to have high-cost I/I sources during 
inspections. This list will include all properties found to have high-cost I/I sources during the first 
five years of the IICP. The type of the I/I source or sources (footing drain, area drain, driveway 
drain, window well drain, sump pits collecting groundwater that discharge to the sanitary sewer, 
leaky lateral) will be recorded with the date of the inspection.  
 
The District’s ordinances requiring correction of illegal I/I source in conjunction with substantial 
improvements to properties will result in removal of such sources over time.  Similarly, the 
District's ordinance requiring replacement or lining of laterals in conjunction with tear downs will 
also reduce I/I in the system over time.  When some or all a property's high-cost I/I sources are 
corrected, the District will update the list to include the dates of the correction work. 
 
The list of properties with high-cost I/I sources will be updated versions as changes are made to 
the properties. Before an existing account will be transferred to a new property owner it will be 
responsibility of the District office staff to consult the list of properties with high-cost I/I sources. If 
the property is on that list a letter will be mailed to the new property owner within 30 days notifying 
the owner of the presence of high-cost I/I sources and requiring the defect to be repaired before 
the property can be occupied 
 

6. Enforcement: 
 
If the non-compliant conditions are not addressed within ninety (90) days, other than when a 
violation notice is issued after September 1, in which case the non-compliant condition must be 
addressed in 120 days, a violation notice will be issued to the property owner which requires the 
condition to be corrected in fourteen (14) days and requires payment of a penalty. The violation 
notice will state that in the event of continued non-compliance, if the conditions are not addressed 
within 14 days, a second violation notice will be issued. The District may elect to initiate a suit 
against non-compliant property owners or place a lien on the property.  
 
The lien will not be removed until the illegal connection is corrected. If/when the District begins a 
program of directly funding some private property improvements, enforcement measures for non-
compliance will be reviewed at that time. 
 

7. Funding: 
 
All private property improvement expenses shall be borne by the private property owner. Should 
grant or loan funding become available from regional, state or federal agencies, the District will 
investigate those potential sources to supplement the PSP. 
 

8. Public Information: 
 
The District has a brochure titled A Quick Guide to Homeowners Infiltration and Inflow Sources 
and post information on its website on the following topics; Sources of Clear Water from Private 
Property, Why Property Owners Should be Concerned, Actions Property Owners Can Take to 
Correct the Problems 
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This brochure will be included with letters sent to property owners in areas experiencing SSOs 
and BBs, as well as letters notifying property owners that they have illegal connections to the 
sanitary sewer.  The brochures will be available at Public Works, Village Hall and handed out at 
public meetings as appropriate. See Exhibit C. 
 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A - Select Village Ordinances Regarding the Public Sewer System 
Exhibit B - Sample Inspection Checklist 
Exhibit C - Village I/I Brochure 
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Exhibit 2- Property Inspection Form 
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Exhibit C - District I/I Brochure 
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